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. | STEPHEN, a Man full 
PD 405 very good Man, and not unlikely 

2 inſpired by Gop in an extraordi- 
nary Manner, has informed us, that Moſes 


was learned in all the Wiſdom of the Egyp- 


tians : But if he had not mentioned this, we 
have enough in the Hiſtory of Moſes, to 
make us helieve it of him. For we are 
there told, chat he was taken Care of, and 
brought up by the Daughter of Pharaoh, 
King of Egypt; and as he was undoubtedly a 
ſprightly Genius, and of excellent Parts, 


there is no Queſtion to be made, but ſhe 


gave him a princely Education, and that 
K 3 he 


* 1 of the Holy Ghoſt, and therefore a 


(4) 
ks was inſtructed in all kinds of Knowledge 


and Literature which that Nation, at that 


Time the policeſt and moſt learned in the 


World, could afford. And the Proficiency 
he made therein, is very viſible in all his 
Conduct; but eſpecially in the Adminiſtra- 
tion of his Government over ſo ſtubborn, re- 
fractory, and ſtift-necked a People as the Iſrae- 
lites were. For tho' he had a Divine Power 
in working Miracles, and had the Holy Spirit 
to aſſiſt and direct him in giving his Law, 
and writing his Hiſtory, ſo as to enable him 
to 1elate all the Facts with infallible Truth; 
yet in other Things he ſeems to have acted _ 
and ſpoke like other Men, and to have uſed 
his own human. Wiſdom * Power i in ma- 
naging the grand Affair that was committed 
to him; juſt as if God made uſe of him 
only as a common Inſtrument in the Hand 
of his Providence, to bring about the ful- 
filling of that Promiſe he had made to their 
Fore- father Abraham, of bringing his Po- 
ſterity back from Egypt, after theit ſojourn- 
ing there for the Space of yOu: m, 
Years. 


Now the Wiſdom, or Fs Philoſophy, o of 
the Egyptians was e ſymbolical, or hie- 
a F  roglyphical, 


3 


S 2. 
roglyphical, that i is, ſuch as taught divine and 


ſpiritual Things by the Figures and Repre- 
ſentations of material Objects. This, we are 
told by learned Men, was the firſt Kind of 
Writing that was in the World; and as it 
was invented by the Egyptians, and was ex- 
tremely occult and myſterious, it gave them 
a very extenſive Fame of a ſuperior Know- 
ledge to all other Nations; from which the 
Curious and Inquiſitive flock'd. on all Sides, 
not only to dive into their Religious Myſte- 
ries, but alſo to carry back with them, as 
much as poſſible, their Arts and Sciences. 
The literal Way of Writing, *tis faid with 
much Probability, was firſt learned by Moſes, 
from the Finger of God himſelf upon Mount 
Horeb, and from him diſperſed itſelf by De- 
grees to the Countries round about: For 
which Cauſe it is that the Hebrew Letters 
are reckoned, and juſtly, to be the antienteſt 
in the World; and that the other Nations 
borrowed their Alphabets from Them, is not 
only evident from the ſimilar Shape and 
Form of many of their Letters, but from 
their identical Sound and Power alſo. 


This being the Caſe, it may ey 
be . that Moſes both retained a 
Tincture, 


(9): ; 
Tincture, and purſued in a great Meaſure 
the Method of his Education; and that tho 
he did not write in the Merge or 
fymbolical Way, after Gop had taught him 
a more eaſy and compendiqus Method, yet, 
no doubt, before this he had always uſed it, 
and that the People themſelves underſtood it ; 
And as this muſt have ſtock'd his Mind with 
a great Variety of Images of Things, and 
gave him a ready Application of them; tis 
very probable, that on many Occaſions, 
perhaps more than we can now gueſs at, he 
came as near it as poſſible, and at leaſt 
wrote ſome Things in the allegorical, as we 
know he did _ in the typical, manner. 


Thus we ſee St. Paul has given us an 
Ag of Sarah and Hagar, from the 
Moſaic Writings, which we could never 
have thought of in ſo very different a Story, 
had he not by his greater Strength of Rea- 
ſon, under the unerring Influence of the 
Divine Spirit, dictated the Truth to us. 
And after his Example, we frequently find 
the primitive Fathers of the Church allego- 
rizing the old Scriptures; and even learned 
Men of our own Times conclude, there is a 
ſpirivuat Meaning in all the dry Rites and 

Ceremonies 


4 1 

Ceremonies of the Fewiſh or Moſaic Low. 
and that they are Types and Figures of 
ſomething or other very often in the Chris 
ſtian Diſpenſation; or at leaſt, all allow that 
they teach by outward Acts the inward Pu- 
rity and Sanctification of the People of 
Gop. Even the Sacraments of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, the external Ordinances, have 
an internal or ſpiritual Me .ning : As, waſhing 
with the Water of Baptiſm, | implies the 
Cleanfing of the Soul from it original or for- 
mer Impurity, and, for the future, our per- 
fecting Holineſs lin the Faith of Chriſt, and 
the Fear of Gop; and, eating Bread and 
drinking Wine together in the Lord's Supper 
ſignifies, not only our mutual Charity and 
Chriſtian Friendſhip one with another, but 
: our Faith and Affiance alſo in the Merits of 
_ Chriſt's Body and Blood. So, Wiſdom is 
repreſented as ſpeaking in the Proverbs : 


Come, eat of my Bread, and drink of the 
Vine which I have mingled ; ; intimating, that 


learning her Inſtructions would afford more 
real Pleaſure, Comfort and Satisfaction to 
the Soul, than partaking of the moſt ſump- 
tuous and delicious Feaſt would Gratification 
and Delight to the Body. And, perhaps, 
there 1 is no religious Perſuaſion i in the World, 


2 which 


"2 8 

which has not ſomething of the Allegory | 
mixed with it. Even among ourſelves, the 

a Rejectors of all outward Rites and Ceremo- 

= nies in Religion, and who are fanatically per- 

[ ſuaded, that they are led and directed by a 


Light ſuperior to that of other People, are 

a Contradiction to themſelves; and make 
even their moſt aukward Expreſſions, and 
fantaſtic Dreſs and Behaviour, Symbols, or 
external Signatures, of religious Faith and 
Purity, of Humility and Self- denial: tho 
they might with as much Propriety be deem' d 
Marks of Pride and Affectation; for, Whim 
and Oddity are always the Effect of OP 
and Self· conceit. 


It adit therefore be thought an abſurd 
Thing by any one, nor at all inconſiſtent 
with Reaſon or the Truth of Things, if I 

endeavour to ſhew, That Moſes, in giving 
an Account of the Creation, the Fall, and 
the Redemption of Man, uſed (like other 
Men in religious Matters) ſomething of the 
figurative or allegorical Way of ſpeaking and 
writing ; if it be alſo ſhewn, that all along 

under the Letter there is a myſterious or ſpi- 

ritual Senſe intended, and that carried on in 
one regular, aalibera and conſiſtent Manner. 
Pe For 


| 1 
For an Allegory may be as juſt and as intelli- 


gible in a Series of Diſcourſe, as when it is 
contained in a few Words or Sentences only: 
But then remember, I ſay, it muſt be uni- 
* and | 


To come nearer to che Point. Moſes tells 
us, That in /ix Days Gop created the Hea- 
vens and the Earth, and on the ſeventh Day 
he reſted from ell his Work. But tis certain, 
that as God is a Being of. infinite and altnighty 

Power, he could not be wearied with his Ope- 
rations, nor want any Reſt, as is here re- 
preſented ; and therefore it is a metaphorical 
or figurative Expreſſion, and only implies, 
that he withdrew his almighty Fiat, or put 
an End to his Creation, when he had fi- 
niſhed and compleated it according to the Idea 
of his own Mind; and, this is eaſily and 
generally ſo underſtood by thoſe that read it. 
Like this alſo it is, that he pronounced or 
declared all the Things that he had made to 
be good, when he beheld or looked upon 
them; though we know he has no Eyes to 
ſee with as we have, but views and conſi- 
ders Things analogicaily, . or in a Method 
ſome Way or other correſponding to ours, 
but in ſuch an one as we know nothing of. 
. +. 


( 10 ) 
As to the fix Days, it has been debated by 
learned Men, whether we ought not to un- 
derſtand by them fix Years; and we have a 


moſt ingenious New Theory of the Earth, built 
upon that Suppoſition. It is manifeſt, that the 


Prophets afterwards frequently ule Days for 
Vears, and ſeven Days for ſeven Vears, and 
are ſo to be underſtood; or elſe, their Pro- 


plhecies can in no wile be interpreted to an- 


ſwer what is generally collected from them. 
And what Example or Authority could they 
have to make uſe of the Word Days in this 
Senſe, or to think that any one ſhould ſo ex- 
plain it, but from Meſes, who had uſed it fo 
before them ? And probably, from the ſeven 


Days of the Creation it is, that the Num- 
ber Seven ſeems to be the moſt ſacred of all 


others throughout the Scriptures : For as 


Gor had made uſe of that Number (in 


what Senſe ſoever it be taken) in his own 
Works, he ſeems to have ſanctified it to 
Mankind, and made it venerable to all Apes. 
And *tis juſtly obſervable, that the Sabbath, 
or Seventh Day's Reſt, is a perpetual Return 
of that particular Sanctification. 


Conformably to this, tis ſaid, (I mean in 
the ſame way of ſpeaking) That Gop created 


( 1 ) 
Mah in his own Image, But we are ure, 
as Gop is in his Nature infinite, and immenſe 
and inviſible, he can, ſtrictly and properly 
ſpeaking, admit of no Image but his only- 
begotten Sop, who has always been his Repre- 
ſentative to the Children of Men, and is alſo 
believed to be; as to his Divinity, infinite 
and eternal, like himſelf. And therefore 
St. Paul tells us, with reſpect to ourſelves; 
that our Likeneſs of Gop, or his Image in 
us, is created by Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. 
So that when tis faid, Gop created Man in 
his own Image, tis figuratively meant, that 
he made him pure and good, 


1 But beſides Man's Creation, as juſt men- 
tioned, which appears by the Apoſtle to 
relate principally to the Purity and Perfection 
of his Soul, we have an Account of the For- 
mation of his Body alſo, and of the Materials 
whereof it was compoſed: And the Lord 
God formed Man of the Duſt of the Ground. 
This is a literal Truth, of which every one 
is convinced by the daily Objects he ſees be- 
fore him, of Men dying and mouldering into 
their primitive or original Duſt, And tho' 
there is no doubt, but the Woman was 
m d from the ſame Maſs or Lump of 
a B 2 | Clay 


| 2:38 ) 
Clay with the Man, for 'tis ſaid, when Gop 
created Man, Male and Female created be 
them; yet it is expreſſed allegorically, as if 
Gop took a Rib from the Side of the Man, and 
then formed the Woman out of i it, «hen he 
was in @ deep Sleep; that is, unknown to 
him, perhaps before his Soul was united to 
his Body: So that you ſee, it is not ſuch an 
Inconſiſtency as ſome imagine, to have now 
and then the Letter and Allegory mixt toge- 
ther. But *tis eaſy to conceive, this was ſo 
ereded; to fignify to us the Union and 
cloſe Connexion between Man and Wife, 
their Harmony and Agreement, their mutual 
Love, Friendſhip, Tenderneſs, and intimate 
Concern, which they ought to have one for 
another. Which is very beautifully and af- 
fectipgly ſet forth by Adam, when Gop 
brought the Woman to him, in ſaying, This 
new is Bone of my Bone, and Fleſh of my 
Fleſb, (or one of the ſame Nature with 
him ; ) he ſhall be called Woman, _— = 
Was talen out 4 Mow. 


M indo Gop breathed into him the 
Breath of Life: Which certainly indicates 
no more, than the ruſhing in of the com- 
mon Air (by which we all live and breathe). 

e mo 


5 (13) 
into his Body, as it does into thoſe of Chil- 
dren when new born, and by the Influence 
and Power of Gop carrying the Soul along 
with it: And Man, the rational Part, Be- 
came, by its being united with the Body, 2 
living Soul, that is, an Animal endued not 
only with Reaſon, (which conſtitutes his 
particular Claſs of Being among the other 
earthly Creatures) but with vegetative Life, 
Senſe and Motion, And probably their U- 
nion is fo neceffary, that they cannot act ſe- 
parately, the one without the other; ſeeing 


that the Body without the Soul is dead, and 


that the Soul makes uſe of the Body, as 


an Inftrument, not only of Senſation, from 
which its Ideas ariſes, but of thinking, re- 
flecting and reaſoning alſo upon them. This 


muſt be allowed, if the Nerves and Brain be 
of any Uſe in this Matter : So-that in Con- 
junction, ot eſſential Union one with the other, 
they conſtitute or make one rational. Being. 
And this perhaps is the Meaning of that 
Text of the Apoſtle, when rightly render'd, 
J pray Gor, that your W HOLE Spirit, 
both Soul and Body, may be preſerved blame- 
leſs ta the Coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : 
Not to fay, that the Neceſſity of the Reſur- 
rection of the Body, for Reward or Pu- 
niſhment 


ä —— — — K — — 
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1 
niſhment at the laſt Day, ſeerns plainly to 
infer it. 


All that follows after this on the Subject 
of the Fall, I take to be purely allegorical 
in every Part and Branch of it, as it is confeſ- 
ſedly ſo in ſome of them. Which Judg- 
ment or Senſe of the Matter I think ought 
to be rigidly obſerved and adhered to, to 
make it one regular conſiſtent Scheme, or 
juſt Ground of Doctrine, whereon to lay 
the Foundation of a promiſed Redeemer. 
And this I the rather urge, becauſe, con- 
fidering the Hiſtory of the Fall of Man, not 
in one fix'd and uniform Manner, but in 
ſome Parts literally, in others allegorically, 
has been fo far from clearing up the Diffi- 
culties which have been thought to attend 
it, that it has thrown a Miſt and Obſcurity 
upon the whole of it, and has only furniſh'd 
Matter for profane Wit, Ridicule, and Infi- 

delity. In particular, one learned Gentle- 
man, Whoſe good Senſe, as well as his Pro- 
feſſion, ought to have given him a greater 
Veneration for the ſacred Story, has injudi- 
ciouſly repreſented it in a very ludicrous and 
unbecoming Manner. What is it, ſays 
he, that we Chriſtians are obliged to believe 
of 


( 15) j 
of 3 it? Muſt we believe it to be all Allegory i ? 


No; for that is reckon'd to favour Infide- 


lity. Muſt we believe it to be all literal ? 
No; for there is certainly much Myſtery in 


it. What then are we to do? Why, we | 


are to conſider it as neither Fact nor Fable; 
as neither literal nor allegorical, but both to- 
gether: To interpret one Sentence literally, 
the next allegorically, the third again lite- 
rally, and ſo on to the End of the Chapter; 
which, like the very Serpent it treats of, is 
all over ſpotted and ſpeckled, here with 
Letter, and there with Myſtery, and ſome- 
times with a Daſh of both.” It were to be 
wiſhed, he had been more ſerious, and leſs 
witty ; for this kind of Mirth will never be 
forgiven him, 'till he learns to write with 
more Reverence, and recants the Indecency 
of treating ſacred Things with ſuch Levity 
of Expreſſion ; which yet, 'tis to be feared 
from ſomething that has 2 happen'd, he 
never wil do. 


It is not Allegory, merely as ſuch, that 
favours Infidelity ; but Allegory miſunder- 


ſiogd, or miſreported, that does the Miſe 


chief: And I know nothing that will ſo 
encourage the Profaneneſs and Ignorance of 
the 


N 
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(26) 
the preſent Time on this Point, as the ſpotted 


and ſpeckled Account which this Author has 


given of it. Moſes has given no ſuch Account 


as he ſeems willing to make the licentious 
World believe; but to the 1fraelites a plain 


eaſy Narrative, for whom he chiefly intended 
it, and who, in Egypt, (whence they were 
lately returned ) had been uſed to the meta- 


Phorical and the allegorical Way of ſpeaking * 
as much as Moſes himſelf, and no doubt un- 


derſtood it as clearly and as perfectly as he; 
and therefore, though it may be ſometimes 
difficult to us, to them it was not ſo. No 
wonder then, if in relating the Story of the 


Fall of Man, (which perhaps would hardly 


bear a more explicit Deſcription, without 
breaking in upon that Modeſty of Stile, and 


Chaſtity of Manners, with which the fa- 


cred Books ought to be written) he choſe 
to make uſe of Allegory, and to mean one 
Thing at the ſame Time he tells another. 
Something like Fotham's Apologue, or Na- 


| than's Parable, or even the Parables of our 
bleſſed Saviour, to inſtance particularly in 


that of the Sower, which Chriſt himſelf has 
explained to a myſtical or ſpiritual Senſe. 


2 3 However, 


„ 

However, let me obſerve, that the Mean- 
ing of this Allegory can in no wiſe be well 
and clearly comprehended, but by hitting 
upon the right Key to it; and that, like the 
Cypher of a Letter, when once diſcovered, 
cannot but unlock and open the whole Ca- 
binet of Secrets, and make the darkeſt My- 


ſteries clear and intelligible. I will not ſay, 


T have infallibly done this; perhaps it would 
argue too much Vanity and Conceit, conſi- 
dering how many. far more learned Men 
than myſelf have toiled and laboured to no 


purpoſe. I muſt leave the Deciſion of that 


to reaſonable and impartial Judges. But this 
I can ſay, tho' it may (perhaps) be thought 
more an Inſtance of the Weakneſs, than of 
the Strength, of my Judgment, that I myſelf 
am at preſent ſatisfied with it; as not having 
met with any thing, on the Subject, more 
convincing. 


To proceed then, The Lord God planted 

a Garden in Eden, and there he put the Man, 
whom he had formed. The Word Eden is well 
known to fignify a Place of Pleaſure, and of 
great Plenty ; but that none may doubt of it, 
let me here produce that beautiful Alluſion 
which the Prophet IJazah makes to it, in 
| LS IE, 


{BJ 
the Conſolation he gives to the Lovers of 
Truth and Righteculneſß: : The Lord 1010 
comfort Zion, be will comfort all her waſte 
Places, he will make ber Wilderneſs like 
Eden, and ber Deſart like the Garden of the 
Lord: ; Joy a ang Glaaneſs ſhall be found theres 


m, Thankſ; Giving and the Voice of Melody, 
By this Garden of the Lord, and by Man's 


being put therein, 1 ke” it for granted, 
that the Key of the Allegory is now in my 
Hands, whereby I may eaſily open and un- 
ravel the whole. And I firſt ſuppoſe, that 
by This is ſymbolically ſet to view, The 


Happineſs of the Soul of Man en bis gin 1 
State; when he was juſt come out of the 


Hands of Gop, pure and perfect, as before 
deſcribed : And this I am the more ſtrongly 
induced to believe, becauſe I frequently find 
the Prophets comparing the Soul of a good 
Man to a fruitful Garden. Thus the fore- 
cited : The Lord ſhall guide thee continually, 
end ſatisfy thy Soul in Drought, and make thy 
Bones fat ; and thou ſhalt be like a watered 
Garden, and like a Spring of Water, whoſe 
Waters fail not. And Jeremiah ſpeaks alſo of 
ſuch Petſons, under the ſame Image, and in 
the | fame Words: Ard their Souls ſhall be like a 
watered Garden, N ote, The watering of this 
= Garden, 


(."g . 
Garden,” "ht" is 45 5 ul of Man, wil 
be conſidered by 10 by. In the mean 
Time, 1 cannot but think theſe Inſtances 
are ſufficient whereon to found my Con- 
jecture upon the Place, as they greatly fa- 
vour it, and indeed ſtem to allude to the 


Felicity of. the paradifical State; Which, if 


once allowed me, will at leaſt i us of. one | 


Difficulty, that is, concerning the Situation 
of the Terreſtrial Paradite; for if Paradiſe 


was ſituate in the Soul of Man, vain and 
fruitleſs i is the Search for it on the Face of 
this Globe, where it has not as yet been 
found; and even ſuppoſing its real priſtine 
Exiſtence, now never can be, by reaſon of 


the great Change of Things occaſioned * 


\ 


the. univerſal Deluge, Y 


And out of the Garden, God made to grow 
every Tree that is pleaſant to the Si gt, and good 


for Food. Now conſidering, what has been 
above | inferred concerning the Garden of 
Eden, that it very probably meant (as the 
Sequel of this Diſcourſe will further evince) 
the Soul of Mun perfectly holy, pure and 
good; what can be expected to grow out 

of ſuch a Soil, ſo rich and fertile, but the 
faireſt of 1 and the beſt of Fruits? 


C2 What 


_— 
* 


(20) 
What could Gop ' appoint or make to uife 
from thence, but the moſt excellent Facul- 
ties and richeſt Endowments ?: What, but 
| the cleareſt Underſtanding, the pureſt Will, 
the moſt regular and orderly Affections, and 
every ornamental Quality, that was truly 
great, lovely or commendable ; either ſuita- 
ble to Man's Rank in the Creation, or ne- 
ceſſary for his Improvement in Knowledge 
and Virtue? Theſe, in the Words of Ezekre}, 
were the Trees of Eden, the chorceft and beſt of 
Lebanon. $0 liberally was innocent Man 
* by his W rare Creator ! 


1 


But Gop did not + only plant this valley 
of good and pleaſant Trees in his ſpiritual - 
Garden, for the Uſe and Enjoyment of 
Man; but two other alſo, more diftinguiſhed 
and remarkable than all the reſt; not for 
any greater natural Excellence in the Things 
themſelves, but for the extraordinary Effects 
that were to follow from them. Both of 
them in the midſt of the Garden; the one 
called the Tree of Life, the er the Tree 
of Knowledge of Good and Evil, This laſt 
might as well have been called the Tree of 
Death, ſeeing That was to be the Conſe- 
quence, if they ate of it; but that it was 
1 6 otherwiſe 


( 21 N 

otherwiſe called for a particular Reaſon: 

the firſt of theſe muſt! be. underſtood, ac- 
cording to the Scheme I have before me, the 
Rectitude of the Human Nature, or that in- 
defective Righteouſneſs that exiſted at firſt in 
the Heart of Man. This differs as much 
from the other Trees, as the Perfection of 
Faculties does from the Continuance of them 
in that Perfection. Of this Tree the Man 
might freely cat, as alſo of the others before 
ſpecified,” and indulge himſelf in them with- 
out Reſtraint; and if he did it conſtantly, 


as his Nature and Neceſſity required, it 


would ſecure to him a Life of perpetual Joy 
and Happineſs. To ſupport and ſtrengthen 
this Aſſertion I am not unprovided of Divine 


Authority. The Fruit of the Righteous, fays 


the Author of the - Proverbs, is a Tree f 
Life. And our Lord, in the Revelation of 
St. John, tells ue, That fo him abe over- 
cometh, that is, who reſiſteth Temptations, 

and keepeth himſelf free from Sin, he will 


give to eat of the Tree of Life, which is in the 


midſt of tþe Paradiſe of God, And I remem- 
ber, that Iſaiab ſpeaking of him whom the 


bord hath aneinted to preach good Tidings 


to the Meek, ſays, He ſhall comfort all that 
| muted * give unto them — ”r Aſhes, 


e —— — — K 
bg FE Loh g e "IP mma 


the 


(22) 
2 "for Miurntng, rhe Cart mut 
Praife for th of Heavi neſt”; 7 2 N 
they may be culld Tizrs of of Righteo! uſneſs, 
the wag of” the Tard, that = 7 
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By the other ti ree 7 the Rab 
Giod and Evil, as oppoſed to, and l. 
guiſhed from the former, can be conſiſtently 
meant nothing but a natural Power, or Pres : 
dom of Will, to loſe this Righteouſneſs, by 
committing Sin, and tranſgreſſing the Com- 
mand of Gop; planted alſo in the mid} of 
the Garden, in the Heart or Mind of Man: 
Which Liberty. to ſin, was allowed to be ſeen, 
and looked upon (as it were) at a Diſtance; 
but, though very ſhewy and promiſing, and 
foll of gay Appearances, was not to be touch'd 
or taſted of: Thou, ſhalt not eat therief, 
This Deduction muſt be allowed to bk juſt 
and true, how perfect ſoever we ſuppo e 
Man to have — in his original Upright- 
neſs ; not only, as it was neceſſary for his 
State of Trial; but as it appear@ evident 


and undeniable by the Event that followed 


afterwards. And this Tree was denominated 
Of the Knowledge of. Good and Euil; becauſe 
by it Man knew Good whilſt he continued 
ſo, 


1(# . 
ſo, and hed the Power of: ding Euil, which 
was b farbidden, him; or, W he ſhould 
i no loner eat of it, or. indulge his ſenſual 
Appet but he ould get a Knoprledge, 
not r real Good he got by it, but 
the Gaod that he had loſt, and of the E: 


that be had brought upon Welk and h | 


whole Polterity. 


" Iounediatly after this, which i is wel 
worth obſerving, it . in the Story, t that 


4 River went aut of Eden, to water the 
Garden, which was divided into fevergl 


Streams. The Streams indeed are particu 


haly deſcribed to embelliſh the Allegory, 


but not to ſtrengthen it; for every little 


Circumſtance is not eſſential to the general 
Deſign, on which the hidden Truth chiefly 


depends : And in this, any other Rivers, 
or Rivers. without a Name, mig ht haye 


ſerved the End of it as well. 151 has been 


juſt ſeen, that Man's original Righteouſneſs 


$ was a Tree of Life to him, ſo long 28 he 


could preſerye 1 it ; but as 5 was not infal- 
hbly perfect, put had Liberty of Will to be 


or continue good, or otherwiſe, and Was 
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therefore liable to be drawn aſide from the 
Paths of Virtue, by! the Allurements of Sin; 
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be therefore ſtood in need (as we do now) 


(44) 


of the preventing Grace of Gop to ſuppert 
him againſt Temptations, as well as his af. 
fiſting Grace to further him in his Duty. 


And this 1 apprehend was figured out by the 
River that went out of Eden, to water the Gar- 


den; and, by its ſeveral Streams, that Variety 
of Graces which flow from the Holy Spirit. 


For Rivers of Waters are almoſt every where 


in facred Writ, the Emblem of Divine Grace; 


and may "therefore be the more rationally 


admitted to be the fame here alſo. But I 
ſhall only mention that Text in St. Fo ohn's 


Goſpel ; Feſus flood and cried, ſaying, If any 


Man thirſt, let him come unto me and drink : 
He that believeth on me, out of bis Belly {as 


the Scripture hath ſaid) ſhall flow Rivers of 


Vuing Water ; which the Evangeliſt explains 
in the following Manner ; But this he ale 
of the 8 Ppirit, which they that believe in him 
| Should receive, As this is the declared Senſe 
of the Paſſage, and there is a Reference in 
it allo to other Scriptures ; this will be ſuffi- 


cient to vindicate my Obſervation, as well 


as to confirm the Truth of it. And this is 


that Watering of the Garden, and that Spring 


of Waters, whoſe Waters fail not, mention'd 
5 by the Prophets afore- cited. 


But 
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Bat. bere I cannot forbear contemplating 
the Goodneſs of Almighty Go. to his free= 
willed, peccable Creatures; who, before he 
impoſed any Law upon them, had thus 
fitted, prepared and enabled them to per- 
form it: That be might be Juſtified in his 
Saying, and clear when he is judged. Had he 
not done this, wicked and profane Men might 
haye reproached him of Cruelty and Tojus 
ſtice, for leaving our firſt Parents in a State 
in which, conſidering their natural Frailty, 
they were almoſt ſure to fall; but ſince it was 
a far otherwiſe, they muſt be dumb, and open 
nor their Mouths, leſt they ſhould condemn 
themſelves, or leſt Gop ſhould do it more 
| W . their Wes and ee 
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2 And now we e go on, in this plain and i in- 
edible Allegory, to the Duties which Man, 
in his primitive State, had to perform, by 
the natural Powers which Gop had given 
him, and by the gracious Aſſiſtance he was 
ready to afford. For the Lord God took bim, 1 
ad put him into the Garden, to dreſs and . = / 
to leep it. The Words, to dreſs and 70 keep . 
| «ff 'plaioly. imply two different Things : 
Tbe one is, that he was to dreſs, cultivate 


and improve his rational Faculties, the Trees 
; E ek X D ; before 
1 0 
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before mentioned, in the, þeſt Manner he 

cauld, 1g the End apd Pacpaſe far which Gon 
had given them; that he was not to he 
indolent and 27. nor neglectful of theſe 
Powers, Talents and Perfections with which 
his Mind was furniſh'd and adorn' d; bug 
that be ſhould be active and lively in the 
Service of hiß Maker, and in taking all ne- 
ceflary and proper Meaſures. to conſult and 
carry on his own Happineſs. The other, 
that he ſhould ep his Soul clear of all 
| Weeds and Impurities, that might and would 
ariſe in it, by too much indulging his jnfer. 
riot 1 ; left by ſuffering his Paſſions 
and AﬀeRions to get the upper hand of his. 


Raeaſan, that Light within him ſhould came ; 


to be darkned and obſcur'd, his pious Reſolu- 


tions chok'd, and the Care of his trueſt Enjoy- 
ments and moſt refined Pleaſures utterly laid 
aſide; which of courſe could not but be the 
Caſe, except he was very cautions and ab- 
ſervant i in this Matter. This was as much as 

ſaying, in the Chriſtian Dialect, Keep Journ 
ſelves from all Filthineſe, both of Fleſh and 
ef Spirit, perfecking Holineſs in the Rear of 
Cad. And this, no doubt, our firſt Proge- 
nitors were able to do, by the Rivers of 
Divine Grace which were ars ready to 

flow 


— 
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flow In upon chem, to water thei: Souls, and 
to pbfge off all impute Thoughts and lock 
Deſires, When they pleaſed to call  bpoh 
Geb, and t6 wake olf of them. 


1 thets were Mab's Ponte Parties: : But 
we now come to that Negative one, which 


Was the great TRI of i Obedience. "Of 
alt the Trees of the Garden thou niayft freely | 
tat: (N othing was debarred him, that was 
truly adapted to the Nature or Hig; pifieſs of 


his Soul.) But of 1 the Tree of the Huub 


of Good and Evil, thou ſtalt not eat of it ; for _ 
in the Day thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt fire 4 
die. (Only this one Thing, which wood 
prove of fatal Conſequenèe if ever he at- 
tempted it, was forbidden him.) This, I 
have already ſhewn, is to be underſtood of 


the Free-will of Man, with which, as a ra- 
tional Creature, he was naturally e 


but Which he was never to turn to the De- 


fire, much leſs to the Perpetration, of Evil; 


leſt by loſing his Righteouſneſs, he ſhould 
be, at the fanie Time, deprived of, or ſhut 


out from, the Tree of Life, wherein his 
Happineſs confilted, This was the Trial of 
his Integrity, as it is alfo of ours to this Day. 
Aud now, whether to promulge this Law, 


D 2 1 
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_ imply conſidered, it was neceſſary for Gop 

| to come down from Heaven, or-to declare i it 
by a Voice from Heaven; or, whether the 
Voice of Nature in the Mind of Man, which 

at that Time, when his Soul was pure and 

- good, was undoubtedly the- Voice of Gog, 

was ſufficient, I ſhall leave to the judicious 


Reader to determine, By the ignorant and 
unenlightened Gentiles, to uſe St. Pauls Ar- 


gument, not having the Law, and yet being 
a Lau to tbemſelves, and baving the Work 
"of the Law written on their Hearts, their 
Conſcience alſo bearing Witneſs ; one would 
almoſt think our ficſt. Parents, who had a 
far r greater Extent and Perfection of Know- 
ledge in Morality than they, might, under 
a = Influence of Gop, have given this Law 
to themſelves. This in general. But if there 
Was any particular Thing forbidden, there 
muſt have been a ſpecial Revelation for it, 
or ſomething equivalent; but we find no 
ſuch a Revelation. 1 have ſomewhere heard, 
That the Law of Nature would have taught 
our firſt Parents, that the primary End of 
E their Creation was to propagate their Species. | 
No doubt it did teach them ſo: But the 
firſt Low of Nature Was, „That Man ſhould 
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as given; 
4 "till it was nw; But of this uae 


moſt Woe 


0 wy 
purſue that. End without a ſpecial Revela- 
tion, is another Queſtion, - As the Command 


; tis Plain, they had no Right, 


To this? tis added, And 8 were both: na- 


But let us e we are - explaining an 


to be the 


Led, the Man and bis Wife, and were not © 
aſhamed. - 80 far (but bow long, is not 
Eknovyn) they continued good, and wanted no- 

thing to conceal or excuſe any thing amiſs in 
them: For whilſt they preſerved their In- 
| nocence and Integrity they had nothing to be 
aſhamed of. But now we are going to 
enter upon a moſt dreadful Scene, in which 
all Pp Glory of their happy State was be- 
"clouded and overcaſt at once, and miſerably 
changed into a diſmal Condition of the ut- 
and Confuſion; brought about (as 
is repreſented) by the Cunning and Subtilty 
_ of a Serpent, one of the vileſt 3 3 
mp 19 85 the Fac ace. of the — 


10 Allegory, in which one thing is ſaid, and 
another meant; and we muſt therefore 


ſearch out, what this is likely 
Symbol. of. The Serpent, . ſays the. ſacred 


+ Te a Was more wr JON: than any Beaft of the 


Field, 


— 


Mad, 'till by Degrees it gets the Te 
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Field, which the Lord . News . 
we have been before treating of the natutal 
Powers and Affections of the Soul of Man, 
and of the bad Uſe he might pofſibly make 
of his Free- will, it is eaſy to conceive, that 
theſe Beaſts of the Field may fignify- the 
Paſſions or Affections of the Soul, which, 
when once let looſe, And ſoffrred ts expa- 
tiate at Pleaſure, are as wild, as boiſterous 


and untuly, as the moſt fierce and ravenous - 


Creatures: And of all theſe Paſſions, tis too. 
fatally known, that natural Concupiſcerice, 
which, when indulged, is denomitrated Laft, We 
bs, like a Serpent, fly atid pang og wert 
ing itſelf imperceptibly into the 


of Reaſon; and triumphg over it. And that 
this was the Temptet, or the Inſtrument by. 
which the Tempter prevailed over Man, i. 
pretty plain from that of St, James; G 
tempteth no Man; - Bur ExkxRK T Man is tempt= 
ed, when he is . away of bis own Luft,” 
und enticed: For if every Man is thus drawn 
away, then the firſt of our Progenitots, no 
| dovbt, were drawn away in the fame Marmer; - 
k therefore venture to lay it down for 4 cer- 
tain Truth, That the Serpent that tempted. 
Eve, was not a real, but an alle gorical one, 


even 
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even her own Luſt, which drew her in, by 
its inſinuating un. to 90 W hat te 
be: M7 


And 8 the . * the Woman 
grow ſo familiar, that they enter into Diſ- 
equiſe tagether. This Dialogue, confiſtently 
with what hag been premiſed, is nothing but 
the Arguings between Lyſt and Reaſon, in 
the Breaſt of the Woman. When the Ser- 
pent ſaid, Tea, hath God ſaid? N ſtall nat 
eat of every Tree in the Garden. Luſt then 
began to ſtart ObjeCtions againſt the Reaſon- 
ableneſs of the Law and Equity of Gop, in 
Putting ſuch a Reſtraint upon them: As if 
it had faid, Surely! God cannot deny | us ſuch 
a patyral Indulgence as this. And the Wo- 
man replying, We may eat of all the Trees of 
the Garden, except of that in the midſt of the 
Garden, which aus muſt not eat of, leſt we die; 
ſhews the Conviction of her Mind, that 
from the Danger attending it, as well as 
from the Command of Gop, it was abſo- 
lutely unlawful and unreaſonable to gratify 
the Suggeſtion: Or, it means, that Reaſon 
hitherto maintained its Superiority over Luſt. 
But then the Serpent rejoins, Te ſhall not ſurely 
die; for God doth knew, that in the Day ye 


eat 
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which intimates but too "hats. that here 
Luft began to be too ſtrong for Reaſon, by 
inſtilling blaſphemous Thoughts againſt Gop 


and Religion, as if the one was envious and 


the other laviſh: And at laſt, - after much 
canvaſſing and debating, it draws tlie Con- 


cluſion; that the Creator could not reaſon- 
ably deny his Creatures any ching which he 


had given them Power to enjoy, and conſe- 


quently the Danger could not be great in 


_ © making the Trial. By ſuch Cords of Vanity 


are all Sinners drawn in at firſt, to taſte che 
Pleaſures of Sin. And ben the Woman ſdi . 
that the Tree was good for Food, and pleafant 


to the Eyes, and deſirable to mate one "wiſe, 


that is, when ſhe had reaſoned herſelf into 


the Perſuaſion of being more happy by in- 


dulging her carnal Appetite than by ſuppreſ- 
ſing it, ſbe took of the Fruit thereof : And 
this implies, that now | Senſe had got the 
abſolute Dominion over Reaſon ; and, that 
her Reſolution was fixt of breaking through 
the Prohibition at all Hazards. And, to 
compleat the pernicious Scheme ſhe had 
Projected to herſelf, ſhe ſolicits her Huſband 
to join with her in doing of it; for, ſne 

; 1 Hg 


eat of "=. your Eyes 4 be opened, a | 
ball be as Gods, knowing Good and Evi; 


he 
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herſelf did. not only ect, but ſhe gave 4100 
4 ber an I TH ber, and be did 
, 


But I alk Mere: farther, which 4 a 


moſt material Circumſtance, though laughed 


at and ridiculed by ſome Sort of an 
That the Serpent, the Symbol of Luſt, 
repreſented as ſpeaking and reaſoning. 0 55 
in mere Apologue or Fable, it is common 
to introduce Birds, and Beaſts, and Trees, 
acting in this Manner; but in Allegory, I 
think there ought to be a Reſemblance of 
Truth, and ſome little Analogy between the 
Things expreſſed and ſignified; but a Ser- 
pent ſpeaking and reaſoning of himſelf, is 
quite above his natural Capacity, and with- 
out any Shadow or Appearance of Truth; 
and no wiſe Man, I think, would believe 
it even in a Dream, no more than the Aſs 
ſpeaking of himſelf in Balaam's Viſion; and 
therefore we muſt ſuppoſe ſome other Being 
(like as when the Ange! of the Lord opened 
the Mouth of the Aſs) acting under this 
Image, which was capable of doing it. And 
as this Being ſpoke no Good, but Evil, ard 
I” — * and Virtue, and the 
f A Per 
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Fear and the Love of God, it is not im- 
proper, nay, 'tis abſolutely neceflary to in- 
fer, that the' Arguings of Luſt were ſug- 
geſted, and the Woman inſtigated, by an 
Evil Spirit ; eſpecially, as at this Time, 
when the Temptation was began, and ſome 
Time after, the Woman herſelf was pure 
and good; This is as eaſy to conceive, as 
our being tempted by him at this Day ; 
which I believe. no good Man will diſpute, 
nor any bad Man deny; For, wwe are not 
ignorant of his Devices. | 
No ſooner had our firſt Parents gratified 
the Deſire that prevailed over them, but 
their Eyes were indeed opened, as the Ser- 
pent, their Luſt, had promiſed they ſhould 
be; but only ſo opened, as to ſhew they were 
the moſt miſerable Beings under Heaven, 
Their Guilt immediately flew in their Face, 
and threw them into the greateſt Diſorder 
and Confuſion ; it filled them with the 
moſt dreadful eure and Apprehenſions, with 
the moſt amazing Terror and Conſternation 
of Spirit, to think what they had done, and 
what would be the Conſequence of it. They 
had broken i in upon the Command of Gop, 


4 


ng ; as "2 and 


1 
and acted without his Authority; and what 


Death meant very probably they knew not, 


— — — — 2 — 3 ken 
— AP hs x — 2 —— 


or at leaſt, not all that was deſigned by it. | 


They found it already ſigniſied Miſery and 
Woe, Grief, Anxiety and Anguiſh of Heart; 
and what might be farther inflicted, as the 

natural Effect of their Sin, or by the juſt 


Judgment of Gop upon them, was beyond 


all Imagination. They found themſelves not 
immediately deſtroy'd, (and therefore the 
Word Death, as Hl as Life, is, in this 
Story, a little allegorical) but continued in 
Being as a Torment to themſelves; and 
whether they might not be for ever ſo con- 


tinued, and for ever miſerable, nothing but 


infinite e or r infinite Mercy could de- 
termine. | 


See them now in this wretched Con- 


dition, bathed in Tears, and everwhelmed 


with Grief, and ready to ſink down to 
the Center of the Earth; not daring to lift 
up their Eyes to Heaven, dreading the Face 
of their Creator, who was now become 
their Judge, and not knowing where to 
hide themſelves from his all-ſeeing Eye, nor 


how to eſcape his almighty Vengeance; and 


EEE: what 
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What an affl:Qive, agonizing Sight is it, even 


to us, their unhappy Children, at this 
ſtance? Who can behold them without Pity 
and Compaſſion? Who, without wiſhing 
in bis Heart, that they might obtain Mercy 
at the Hand of Gor ? The beſt they 
had to do for themſelves was, 10 ſew Fig- 
leaves together to cover themſelves with. 


They had nothing wherewithal to juſtify 


their Conduct, and the beſt Arguments they 
could think of were as flight a Covering 


to their Souls, as thoſe Leaves may be ima- 


gined for the Body ; all were Shuffle and 
Evaſion, only reproaching one another, 
and at laſt caſting the Blame upon the Ser- 
5 pent, which had beguiled them. A com- 


mon Shift among Sinners, who ſeldom 


blame their perverſe Will, but the Frailty 


of their Conſtitution, which is in Effect 
auen their Maker. 


This was the immediate Fruit of their 
Folly: They were ſtruck with Horror and 
 Amazement, and were filled with Vexation 
and Sorrow. But how was their Confuſion 

increaſed, the Beatings of their Heart quic- 

| kened, and their * Veins ready to burſt, 

85 when, 1 
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when, in the Cool of the Day, they heard 
the Voice of the Lord God walking in the 
Garden? In the Cool of the Day, that is, 
when the Heat was a little over, and their 
Paſſions began to flag, and to grow ſpent 
and languid ; and when their Reaſon began 
re- aſſume its Authority, and to ſeat itſelf as 
a Judge over them, and to examine into 
their preſent State and Condition; they 
heard the Voice of God in the Gardey ; that 
1s, in their Souls, as before explained, 1 
ing ſternly, no doubt, and calling them to 
the Bar of his Juſtice, to be arraigned for 
their Crime, and tried before bim: The 
Voice of God; that is, their Conſcicnce, which 
is the Voice of Gop in the Soul of Man, 
began to threaten them with Divine Ven- 
geance, and to ſhake the guilty Rod over 
them. And they bid themſelves among the 
Trees of the Garden; which means, they 
ſought for Refuge in their own Breaſts, 
having made Gop their Enemy, (like Saul 
going to the Witch of Endor when Gon, 
refuſed to anſwer bim) and muſtered up the 
| beſt Forces the Faculties of their Mind, 
their Reaſon and Underſtanding, and ac- 
quired Knowledge, were able to furniſh ; 
ad gs | but, 


{ 
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but, alas! to no purpoſe, What can a Sin- 
ner ſiy for himſelf, but that Gop's Judg- 
ments are juſt upon him, and his Paniſh- 
ment equitable ? No Excuſe is ſufficient to 
juſtify the Committing of a wilfol Sin. If 
a Man's Heart condemns him, Gop ts 
greater than his Heart, and bnoweth all 
Things. Beloved! If our Heart condemns 


us not, then have we Confiden ence ' towards | 
God. | 


But this was not the Caſe with Adam and 
Eve; for Gov, by their Conſcience, ca led 
them to Account, and they ſtood ſhiveriog 
and cenfounded before him. Where art thou, 
Adam? Into what Diſtreſs art thou fallen! ? | 
What a miſerable Condition haft thou 
brought thyſelf to? Who told thee that thou 
_ avaſt naked? How comeſt thou to want a 
Covering ? Haſt thou been ſo weak, ſo 
fooliſh, as to eat of the Tree of which I com- 
manded thee thou ſbouldſt not eat? What can 

excuſe thee? What hide thee from my 
Wrath and Indignation? O wretthed Man 
that thou art! What can. deliver thee from 
this Load of Sin? I made thee upright, but 
thou haſt followed thy own Inventions. I 


gave | 


(39). | 
gave thee Rivers of Waters, at which thou 

mighteſt have quench'd that Thirſt that 
burn'd within thee: But my Grace haſt thou 
deſpiſed, my Goodneſs haſt thou ſlighted, 
my Bleſſings haſt thou thrown behind thee ; 
to indulge a vile ſenſual Appetite, to Wen 
thyſelf with Sin and Pollution. Thus the 
poor Mortal was forced to condemn him- 
ſelf, for his egregious Folly and Wickedneſs 
in tranſprefling the Command of Gop; and 
_ whoever condemns himſelf for Sin, is con- 
demned for it by. Gop alſo. He confirms 
the Sentence, and there is no reverſing it, 
except Gop ſees a Change worthy of ach 
a Favour. Godlineſs has the Promiſes of this 
World, and of that which is 70 come; but the 
Wages of Sin is Death. » 


Hear now the poor Dees which he 
made for himſelf. And the Man ſaid, The 
Woman that thou gaveſt to be with me, ſpe 
gave, me of the Tr ee, and I aid cat. How 
mean a Thing is Sin? How does it debaſe 
a Man, how render him loſt to all Honour, 
and 3 him a Villain to his moſt intimate 
Friends and Acquaintance ? His Partners in 
Vice are in a dangerous Situation: No Man 

is 


„„ 


is ſife that he has any thing to do with: 


* 


The firſt Danger frights him, and he be- 
trays his Accomplices to ſave himſelf. Nay, 


though it will not fave himſelf; fo it will 
but palliate his Crime, and any way conceal 
the Badneſs of his Heart. Here is a poor, 


weak, fond Woman, ſacrificed by the Trea- 


chery of her Huſpand. He has nothing to 
ſay for himſelf, but that ſhe enticed him, 
ſhe allured him, and drew him into Sin. 


Not a Word of his own Confederacy and oo 


Conſent, that he was as willing to comply 


2s ſhe was to entice; nor that he might 
have refuſed the Temptation if he would, 


but did it not, by reaſon his Inclination was 


as ſtrong as hers ; ------- And again obſerve, 
a he Woman that T HOU gaveft to be with 
ze, Here he throws the Fault upon Gop 
bimfel, and would infer, That if Gop had 
not placed him in ſuch a State, and with 


ſuch a Companion, he had not ſinned. 
The Accuſation, ye ſee, recoils on his All- 


wiſe Creator; on Him whoſe Bounty had 
made him good and happy, and had put 
Power into his Hands, that he might have 

preſerved himſelf ſo; on Him who had ſet 
| Life and Death before — and given him 


F reedom 


„rr . 9 


i 
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Freedom. of Will to do what he pleaſed, 
but with a Caution in his own Breaſt, not 
to uſe it to bad Purpoſes ; nay, ai who 
bad let him know, by the very Nature and 
Reaſon of Things, that he neither had nor 
could require any, thing from him, but what 
he would enable him to perform, ſuppoſing 
he ſtrove to do his Duty with Sincerity and 
1 ruth; for natural Light tells us, that Go 
18 infinitely good and gracious, always pro- 
portions Divine Grace to Human Endeavours, 
and neyer forſakes him that calls upon him 


Jnithfulh. & 


The Woman was under che Ame Alarmi 
with the Man, and was alſo called to by the 
Voice of God in her own Conſcience. And 
the Lord God ſaid to ber, What haſt thou done? 
Why art Thou thus accuſed, thus blamed 
and complained of by thy Huſband, and by 
thyſelf? How came it to paſs, that Thou 
waſt ſo daring and preſumptuous, as to iy 
in the Face of thy Creator, and break in 
upon the Law which he had given thee ? 
In the Face of Him, who had formed thee, 
not to Boldneſs and Preſumption, but to 
Fear and | Modeſty ? Of Him, who deſigned 
| | F the 


1 

thee for an Help to thy Huſband, and not 
to be the Cauſe of his and thy own Ruin 
and Deſtruction? How aggravated is thy. 
Crime? How redoubled is thy Guilt ? How 
grievous the Load of thy Affliction? What 
canſt thou fay to remove it? What Plea. 
canſt thou offer in bar to the Vengeance of 
Gop that hangs over thee ? - Alas! with 
Floods of Tears, and ſcarlet Bluſhes, and 
| down-caſt Looks, ſhe had nothing to an- 
ſwer, nothing to reply to her condemning 
| Conſcience : But yet ſhe was far more inge.. 
nuons than the Man. She ſought out no 


Evaſions, uſed no equivocating Expreſſions, 


nor preſumed 'fo charge God foaiiſhly ; but 
honeſtly took the Shame to herſelf, and 

confeſſed her Guilt as the Effect of her own 
Weakneſs, and only faid, The Serpent be- 

guiled me, and I did eat. I have no one 
to blame, or to lay Fault upon but myſelf. 
It was nothing but my own Luſt of Con- 
cupiſcence, that deceived me. It was that 
alone that led me on, with the gay and 
deluſive Promiſes of Happineſs ; of an Hap- 
pineſs I had not known, and which I was 
defirous to taſte and experience, though 
contrary to my former beſt informed Reaſon 
and Judgment. This 


(43) 
This modeſt and humble Confeſſion, I 

doubt not, it was that drew down the Eye 
of Gop upon her, and upon the Man too 
for her Sake, and inclined him to ſhew 
Mercy in the midſt of Judgment. That 
this was the Caſe, may, I think, be de- 
duced from St. Paul's expreſſing himſelf 
with great Tenderneſs on the Woman' 8 
Part, and implying, that though ſhe had 
been the Means of Man's Fall, ſhe was alſo 
appointed to be the Means of his Reſto- 

ration. Adam, ſays he, was not deceived; | 

but the Woman, being deceived, vas in the 
 Tranſgreſſion : Notwithſtanding ſhe ſhall be 
Javed by Qila-bearing, if they continue in 
Faith, and Charity, and Holineſs, with So- 
briety. It is now to be obſerved, that Wo- 
men not poſſeſſed of any of theſe Virtues, 
eſcape and ſucceed as well as others in bear- 
0g of Children ; and therefore this Salva- 
tion by Child. bearing, muſt have Reference 
to the Birth of ſome particular Child, that 
ſhould be, or rather was, the Author of 
Salvation to Mankind. Not unlikely Eve 

had an immediate Aer of this in her 
own Mind, and the Man too, to ſupport and 
dart them in their Diſtreſs; but this we 


F 2 - know 


b 
| 
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know could not be by the mere Light of 
Nature, and we. muſt therefore here ſuppoſe 
a prophetical Impreſſion made upon their 
Minds by the Power of Almighty Go ; 
and tis reaſonable to do this, becauſe the 
Judgment paſſed by God in their Conſci- 
ences, upon the Serpent and themſelves, 
regarded Futurity, and was therefore truly 


predictive, or prophetical. But let it not 


be here made an Obje&ion, that Gop 
ſhould inſpire them with the Spirit of Pro- 
phecy, who had ſo lately ſinned ; for bad 
Men have been ſometimes fo Ervooted: as 
the Scriptures teſtify, and the Caſe now 
| before us eh, e it. | 


And the Lord God faid unto the Serpent, 
Becauſe thou haſt done this, haſt thus de- 


ceived the Innocent and Unwary, thou art 


curſed above all Cattle, and above every Beaſt 
of the Field; upon thy Belly fhalt thou go, 
and Duſt ſhalt thou eat all the Days of thy 
Life, Here Luſt is condemned by the 
Voice of Gop in their Minds and Con- 
ſciences, as the worſt of Evils, more curſed 


and deteſtable than any other of their Paſ- 


Four or Affections whatever; they being 
- conyinced 


$ C3 | 
convinced by its dreadful Effects already 


felt, that it would always be moſt baſe and 
ſordid, of a low groveling Nature, and for 


the future neceſſarily incline them (though 
they ſhould ſtrive much againſt it) to ſen- 
ſual- and earthly Things ; plainly implied, 
by the Serpent going always upon his Belly, 


and licking up the Duſt of the Ground. And 
moreover, Gop foretold them, that there 


ſhould be a perpetual Enmity between the 
Serpent and the Woman, and between. his Seed 


and her Seed ; which we all know 1s verified 


to this Day, by the frequent Struggles be- 


tween Luſt and Reaſon, the Law in the 


Members always warring againſt the Law of 
the Mind, and bringing it into Captivity to 


| the. Law of Sin. All Men indeed are not 


equally thus carried captive by the Power 


of Sin and the Devil; but they that get, 
the Victory over them, always do it by 


oreat Striving and Contention, and ſuffer 


much more in the Conflict, than thoſe that 
yield themſelves up as an eaſy Prey. 


But now we come to the great Prophecy 
of all, That Child. bearing which the Apoſtle 


ts f, That Son to be bogn of a pure 


Virgin, 
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Virgin, which Jaiab mentions, and that 
Meſſiah which all the Scriptures give Aſſu- 
rance of, if not by a regular Chain, yet 
by an evident and undeniable. Succeſſion of 
Predictions. For though our firſt Parents 
deſeryed, and had, as they plainly ſaw, a 
Life of many and great Temptations to en- 
gage with, in which they muſt (by reaſon 
of their Depravity by Sin) meet with con- 
tinual Trouble and Afffiction; yet it pleaſed 
Gop to enlighten their Minds prophetically, 
and, in his great Mercy, to make them a 
Promiſe, (perhaps as a more particular Honour 
and Reward to the Woman and her Sex, 
for her ready, honeſt and undiſguiſed Con- 
feſſion before mentioned) that It, her Seed, 
ſhould, notwithſtanding, bruiſe the Serpent's 
Head, though the Serpent, in return, ſhould 
bruiſe his Heel, Now, if I may uſe the 
Words of St, Paul in a like Caſe, Gop 
ſpeaks not here of Seeds many, but of one: It, 
Her Seed, particularly and emphatically, | 
ſoould bruiſe the Serpent's Head, or get an 
entire Victory over him. This muſt mean, 
as before deſcribed, firſt over Luſt and all. 
Iniquity ; as 'tis juſt with reſpe&t to the 
Nature of Gop and. his Perfections, his 
Goodneks, 


— 


(> 
Goodneſs, his Juſtice, his Mercy, his Ho- 


lineſs, and univerſal Providence, that Sin 


\ ſhould not always prevail and triumph : 
[ And then over Him alfo, (the Devil) who 
$ was the Suggeſtor and Inſtigator of it; for 
a as it was neceſſary to bring him into the 
* firſt Scene, ſo we muſt alſo bring him into 
n this; though he by Luſt, as his fatal In- 
- || frument, would be frequently biting at our 
d Heel, or, in the allegorical Senſe, attempt- 
7 ing to overthiow us, as he Zempted our Sa- 
; viour himſelf in the Wilderneſs. This is 


eaſy and natural: It puts no Difficulty, or 
X, Force, upon the Text; but (though in 
an Allegory) repreſents Things juſt as Rea- 


d, fon itſelf, in the moſt ſimple and disfigu- | g 
ts rative Language, would chooſe to repreſent 
id them ; and leaves Vice and Infidelity with- 
he out Excuſe, 
OD 3 1 93 OR 
As to the Sentences on the Man and 


ly, the Woman, ſuch as Sorrow and Subjection 
on her Part, and Pains-taking and hard La- 


an, bour on his, and the Loſs of true Happi- 
all. neſs on both, or Gop's ſhutting them out 
the of Paradiſe by the flaming Sword of his 
A Anger and Diſpleaſure, ſeem to be fo much 
1els, 
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the natural and unavoidable 'Conſequehces' 


of their Sin, that even the Light of Nature 
itſelf, or the Senſe of their own Mind; 
though not aſſiſted (as we now ſuppoſe 


them) with a ſupernatural or extraordinary 


Divine Influence, migm have been (perhaps) 
in the Judgment of ſome Men alone ſuffi- 
cient : But I dare not exclude Gop any 
more from this Part, than from the former, 
as the Earth alſo was curſed for their Sakes, 
which Sentence none but He had any 
Power to pronounce z though this, moſt 
probably, is allegorically meant of the Po- 


verty and Sterility of their Souls by Sin; 


and of the great Pains and Labour it would 
require to cultivate and improve them, to 


the Nes of Virtue and Holineſs, 


The Nature of their Gin, Boch the . 


| verſal Shame that attends ſome particular 


Circumſtances, and from the general Pro- 
clivity of human Nature itſelf, may be ea- 
ſily gueſſed at; which I chooſe not to men- 
tion, as Moſes did not, for the ſame Reaſon. 


But let it be conſidered,” with much Grief 
and Affliction of Spirit, and with conſtant 


and daily-repeated Purpoſes of avoiding all 
| . unlawful 
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te: 
wblawful and forbidden Pleaſure ; how great 


and grievous this firſt Sin muſt have been, 
which has left ſuch a Contagion upon us, 
as Time itſelf will not be able to ce f 
Nothing but the Blood of the Lamb can cleanſe 
us trom all Sin, or preſent us faultleſs before 
1 Throw 4 Alm 85000 God. 


This TranſaQion over, which. (for the ; ..F 
Reaſon at firſt aſſigned) Moſes thought pro- E .. 
r to cloak with Allegory ; but with an | : . 
e ſo plain and eaſy, ſo well ſup- e 1 
ported by the concurring Senſe of Scripture, 4 
and 1 with the Senſe of our own 
Minds, that one would think no diligent | 
Enquirer could ever have miſtaken it; and *I 
on which, rightly underſtood; as fare a | 
Foundation of Chriſtian Doctrine may be a 
Jaid, as if it had been expreſſed literally, 
and in the plaineſt Terms. He goes on . | 
to a plain hiſtorical Fact, connected with 
the foregoing Story, and tells ue, that Adam 
Rnew- Eve his Wife, and ſhe conceived and 
Bare a' Son; and ſaid, 1 have gotten A Man, 
ar The-Man, from the LORD: From th's 
two Things are clear and evident. One is, 


5 bo the Command, Increaſe and mult. My, OY 


* 


(39 
be mentioned in the: firſt Chapter of Gengſis, 


which is only a general Account of Things, 
it muſt have been mentioned prophetically, 


or before the proper Time. in which it was 


actually given; like as Adam, in the next 


Shaper, is put 1 into the Garden of Eden, be- 


fore we have any particular Account of the | 
Formation of the Woman, which yet we 


know muſt have been WES it; and conſe- 
quently, Man (as I hinted above) was not 
allowed to propagate his Species till now, 
Whence it is, that Eve, on the Birth of Cain, 
ſays, 1 have gotten me A Man FROM the 
Lord; thatis, by the Permiſſion or Command 


of Gop; implying, that what was done before 


was contrary to, or without his Command, 
in their Day of 'T rial. 


4 


The other Thing i is this; If we er it 8 
wwe truly may) TH E Man from the Lord, 


(for the Words are capable of both ; Senſes, 
and may be therefore taken in both) and 


eſpecially obſerving, that on the Birth of Seth 
alſo, ſe (knowing that Cain was now: re- 


jected by GOD, by Reaſon of his Wicked- 


neſs ſaid, GOD bas appointed me A NO- 


* HER Seed (appointed, no doubt, ſhe 


8 thought 


"i 


CE). 
thought, for forme ſpecial End) inflead ib 
Abel ; it is plain, that our firſt Parents, 


who were then upon the Spot, and beſt 


knew in what Senſe this Matter was to be 


underſtood, were themſelves convinced, that 
the Sentence given againſt che Serpent, their 
Luſt, and againſt that Evil Spirit, which 
is repreſented (as T ſhewed before) to have 
uſed it as an Inſtrument of Deception, was 
truly prophetical; and gave them a juſt 
Hope of one of their Poſterity, that ſhould 


ſubdue Sin and the Devil, and deliver them 


from the enſlaving Power, and the dread- 
ful Effects of both. Who that one was, 
who was to make, and who has made this 
Conqueſt, the Prophets foretold, and the 


Evangeliſts and Apoſtles have preached un- 
to > us. 


That Je _ the ky proper Seed 
that can be emphatically called the Vo- 


man's, has conquered Sin, and ſubdued the 
Luſts of the Fleſh, is apparent, not only 
by the Purity and Perfection of his Life and 


' DoArine, as deſcribed by the Evangeliſts, 


but alſo by the Aſſertions of the Apoſtles, 
who Jay, He hnew no Sin, neither was Guile 
85 G 2 found 
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found in bis Month, And that he came to de- 
liver all Mankind likewiſe from the Power 
and Dominion of it, if they will chooſe to be 
delivered, (for that muſt be Mill left to their 
Free-will) is no leſs plain, from the Ex- 
cellency of his Precepts, which command 
nothing but the moſt exAlted Virtue and 
Holineſs; from the Nature of his Promiſes, 
which are the ſtrongeſt Motives to our Faith 
and Obedience, as they are made the Re- 
wards of them, even to Eternity; and alfo 
from the Threatenings of the Goſpel, which 
are all deſigned and fitted to deter us from 
the Commiſſion of Sin, by the Images of 
the ſevereſt Pains and Puniſhmend, irrever- 
ſibly annexed to an obſtinate and incorrigible 
Life of Vice and Wickedneſs. Thus it is, 
that he ſaves us from our Sins, thus be Fe 
deems us from all Iniquity, that he may purify - 
to bimſelf a peculiar People, zealous of good 
Forks, And being thus purified by his 


Doctrine and Example, and the Grace of 


the Holy Spirit, in this World, we ſhall, 
through Him, giving himſelf for us, be de- 
livered from the Puniſhment of Sin in the 
World to come, 


And 


(53) 
And that he has alſo conquered the Devil, 
and got an abſolute Victory over him, his 
baffling him in all his Temptations, and 
preſerving his Innocence in ſpite of all the 
Efforts he was able to make, is one glorious 
Inſtance: And another is, That - through 
Death be has deſtroyed, or rendered vain 
and ineffectual, him who had the Power of 
Death. That evil Being, by ſeducing our 


firſt Parents, brought not only Sin, but 


Death into the World, and thereby ſubjected 
them and all the human Race to the Pe- 


nalty of that Law which they had broken. | 


But our Lord took Part of Fleſh and Blood 
with us, that he might die for us, or for 
our Redemption (for we are beught with a 
Price) from this Power of the Devil: And 


this we know he has effected, in breaking 


through the Gates of Death and the Grave 
by. bis Reſurrection; whereby he not only 
. overcame, but ' triumphed over him. In 
like Manner, he has put the Conqueſt into 


our Hands alſo. For, by his Example and 


Succeſs, he has ſhewn, that the Devil will 


fee from us if we reſiſt him; and that if we 


ſincerely ſtrive by Prayer, and Faith, and 


Perſeverance, we ſhall, by the Aids of 


Divine 


| 
f 


i 1 
Divine Grace, (which Go denies to no 


Man that aſks him) as certainly overcome 


as he himſelf did. This every. good Man 
experiences to be true, and no one needs 
to doubt of it that will but honeſtly make 
the Trial. But as well as from the Power 


of his "Temptations, he has delivered us from 


Death too ; for Chrift being riſen from the 
Dead, 1s become the Firſt -fruits of them that 


| ſept. By which we are aſſured, that as. 


in Adam all die, even fo'in Crift ſhall all 


ze made alive: But every Man in his own 


Order, Cbriſt the F zr ft = fruits, a ofterward 
thoſe that are Chrift's at his (ming. And 
to what End this Reſurrection ſhall be, re- 
ſpecting thoſe who keep themſelves pure 
and good, or reform their Lives if they have 
been other wiſe, we are told in another Place, 


by the ſame Apoſtle: When Chriſt, who is 


our Life, ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo ap 


pear wi th him in Glory. O Death! where 
15 thy Sting? O Gravel where i rs thy Vieto- 
ry? | The Sting of Death is Sin, and the 
Strength of Sin is the Law. But Thanks 


be 10 Gop, who giveth us the 4 dor) rag 


cur Lord Jeſus watt] 


There 


— 
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There are ſome 1 know, that are very. 
unwilling to derive the Faith of a Redeemer 
from the Fall of Man, and rather chooſe to 
fix our firſt Hope on that Prophecy of Moſes, 
That Gop would raiſe up to, bis Brethren 
another Prophet like unto him, whom they 
muſt. bear. in all things; perhaps not inclin- 
ing to believe, that Feſus Chrift was any 
more than a Teacher ſent from God. The 
Gentleman before - mentioned, has, in a late 
Piece againſt a Right Reverend Prelate, be- 
tray'd ſo. little Regard to this fundamental 
| Prophecy, o or Promiſe, at the Fall, ſo fully 
compleated (as I have juſt ſhewn) in and 
by our bleſſed Lord, that he looks upon 
the Story only as an Apologue, or moral 
Fable; and, I fear, thinks the whole of 
| the antediluvian Hiſtory no better than, a meer 
Romance, or of very little Authority, com- 
pared with the other Scriptures. But that 
1 may not be thought to charge him 
falſely, take his own Words. The P. 135. 
Matter, ſays he, of the Story [of the, 
Fall] whether it be inſp: red or not, muſt 
convince all Men who confider it wih- 
out Prejudice, that it is wholly fabulous, 
or allegorical,” Here he plainly e 


the 
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the Inſpiration of it, and indeed, where- 
ſvever, in his Book he has Occaſion” to 
mention it, he inclines moſt to the Opi- 
nion of its being wholly fabulous. I have 
taken it for an Allegory, properly ſo called, 
which is, when duly attended to, as den 
monſtrative of Truth as any other Way of 
Writing; and how juſtly, conſiſtently, and 
agreeably with Reaſon and Scripture, this 
Tio has! mine, , I hope, Has We ne 0 


And again, he ſays, To treat the: Moſaic 20 
Account of the Fall as the Support of all 
KReligion in the antediluvian World, 
P. 137. and the Foundation of all prophetic 
Evidence, which the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion has to depend upon, deſerves ra- 
ther to be ranked among the Dreams of 
Vifſionaries or Enthuſiaſts, than conſidered 
as the Suggeſtion of ſober Senſe and Rea- 
ſon.” But perhaps it will be concluded by 
the moſt ſober and impartial Judges, that 
what has been ſaid upon the Subject in this 
Fſſay, is in a plain, rational Way, and ſuf- 
ficiently ſupported by Teſtimonies in Scrip- 
ture; and, that it has therefore nothing -of 
the Whim or - Enthuſiaſm | init: And yet, I 


am 


( 57 | 
am one of thoſe Men who ſook upon the 


of all Religion in the antediluvian World, 
and the Foundation of all prophetic Evi- 


dence on which the Chriſtian Religion has 


to depend. And with whatever Contempt 


this learned Author may treat his Lordſbip's 


Opinion in this particular Point; I cannot 


but think it my Honour, that I think with 


ſo good and great a Man. His Lordſhip 
is able to defend his own Scheme, if it be 


to be defended, and therefore I ſhall ay no 


more or it. 


Finally, bo 8 The Bei and 


Apoſtles in their Search and Allega- 


tion of the Prophecies relating to P. 150. 


Jeſus, always began with Moſes as 

the firſt Prophet who had ſpoken of Chri/? 
in the Delivery of his Law to the People.“ 
And in ſeveral other Places he has much 
the fame Words; particularly in one of 
them, © That our Lied alſo, in expound- 
ing all the prophetic Scriptures as applicable 


to himſelf, began with the Prophecy ot 
Moſes. Had he faid with the Books of 


| Moſes, he had ſaid right: And with what 
ras H ws 


Moſaic Account of the Fall, as the ſupport 
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elle ſhould he, ot his Apoſtles, begin I But | 
then might they not as well begin with the 
ſecond Chaptet of Geneſis, as with the eigh- 
teenth of Deuteronomy? Are they not both 
the Writings of Moſes, and the one there- | 
fore of as Divine Authority as the other? 

Does not this Gentleman know, (yes he 
does know it) when it is faid of our Sa- 
viour, That beginning at Moſes, and all the 

Prophets, he expounded to them in All the 
Sey iſtures, the Things concerning himſelf, 
that this is a Reference to the three Paits or 
Volumes of the Few!fb Bible; the firſt con- 
taining the five Books of Meſes, the ſecond 
all this: greater Prob. fs, and the third (which 
in another Place is called the P/alms, that 
Book being put in the Front of it) all the 
Hagiographa ? If then, by the Word Moſes, 
was not only meant his Law, but his Hiſtory 
alſo; and if our Lord began at Moſes, what 
Evidence has he, that he (our Lord) did 
not begin at the Beginning of Moſes, ſee- 
ing it is faid, that he expounded to them 77: 


A LI. the Scriptures the T concern- 
ing himſel:? 


(59) 

But, ſappoſing our Lord, or his Apoſtles, 
| did not quote any particular Prophecy of 
tue antediluvian World; yet if they alluded 
in any thing to the Fall of Man, this muſt 
give a Divine Sanction to the Mofaic Ac 
count of it. And pray, what can be thought 
of that Expreſſion of Chriſt in St. John's 
Goſpel, where, ſpeaking of the Devil, he 
fays, He was a Murderer from the B E- 
. GINNING, and abode not in the Truth, 
becauſe there is no Truth in bim? Let this 
worthy Author tell me, what other Begin- 
ning this refers to, but to the Beginning of 
Evil, when that malicious Spirit tempted 
and ſeduced our Mother Eve, and by that 
Means brought Death into the World, and 
J ſhall be ſatisfied. And again, upon what 
Plan is that Text in the Revelation of St. 
Jobn framed : And the Dragon was caſt out, 
that old Serpent called the Devil and Satan, 
which deceiveth the whole World, if not 
upon this we are now ſpeaking of, the 
Allegory of the Fall? Theſe are fo obvious, 
that they alone are ſufficient : Though there 
are ſo many of ſuch Alluſions by Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles in the New Teſtament, which 
are of as good Authority as any old Pro- 
"Wn 2 hecy 


(6) 

phecy of them all; that were they all col- 
lected, they would be * * make a 
Volume. 


I ſhall only produce one other Teſtimony, 
which ſhall be out of the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, and I have done. For I think 
J need do no more, to convince any Man 
that believes the Scriptures, and is not af a 
wavering or unſtable Heart. We are therein 
told, that Abel, and Enoch, and Noab, and 
Abraham, and Sarah, all died in Faith, not 
having received the Promiſes. What Pro- 
miſe it was that Abraham and Sarah built 
their Faith upon we all know; and as the 
other Perſons ate all joyned in having ex- 
peed tbe ſame Promiſes, it is very juſt to 
conclude, they expected, and hop'd for, the 
Redemption of Mankind by the promiſed 
Seed; as Abraham, we are ſure, did : For 
of him our Lord teſtified, that be rejoyced 
to ſee his Day, and be ſaw it (no doubt, in 
that typical, or allegorical Action of Offer- 
ing up his own Son) and was . On the 
g ſame 


| (661) 

fame: Account, I ſuppoſe, gt. Paul fad, 
That Abrabam bad the Goſpel preached unto 
bim. Where it is worth obſerving, at leaſt 
to this learned Gentleman, that this was 
more than four hundred Years before the 
Prophecy of Moſes. And moreover, when 
Soy ſaid to Noah, But with thee will 1 
eftabliſh my Covenant, he plainly refers to 
ſome prior Promiſe, or Covenant, (for as 
Gop never breaks his Word, his Promiſe 
and Covenant are the fame Thing) which 
Noah might be in ſome fear would be an- 
nulled by the then threatened Deſtruction 
of Mankind. This therefore Gop faid to 
comfort him. And what Covenant could 
this be, but that Prophecy, or Promiſe, 
made upon the Fall of our firſt Parents? 

Enoch and el undoubtedly had the ſame 
- to build their Faith upon; for we find 
no other, nor can any other be conceived 
but this. This lays the Foundation of fo 
good and great a Hope, that methinks I 
am very loth to part with it. From this only 
it is, that Word 1 am running with Pa- 


Hence 2 


e that is ſet before me, 


| with Pleaſure and Confidence, ook 
=. CONT unto Feſus. the Author and Fini 77 our 
. Fas for the Foy that was ſet before 
5 red tbe Croſs and deſpiſed the 
Wy e, aud is now. ſat down at the right 
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